
Geography

Area  475,440km2

Capital Yaoundé

Demography

Population 17.3m
Density 36 inhab./km2

Urbanisation 53%
Offi cial language  English, French

Economy

GNI per capita  US$1010
Currency          CFA franc (XAF)
Per capita cement
consumption  13kg

Cameroon

Cameroon’s sole cement producer Cimenteries du Cameroun satisfi es 
a predominantly residential market but also ensures high capacity 
utilisation rates due to a good fl ow of exports. A new entrant in the 
local market is expected to begin operations in 2007.

Cameroon’s good track record 
of sustaining GDP growth at 
around fi ve per cent annually 

and controlling infl ation while invest-
ing in health and education earned the 
country US$2.4m in debt relief from the 
IMF, the World Bank and other credi-
tors in 2006. 

Consumption
The country’s domestic demand is 
mainly accounted for by the residential 
market, which has a 96.1 per cent share. 
The remainder is divided between non-
residential (2.5 per cent) and infrastruc-
tural (1.4 per cent) sectors. A total of 99 
per cent of cement is sold in bags and is 
delivered almost entirely by road.

Production
Cimenteries du Cameroun (Cimen-
cam) in which Lafarge holds a majority 
share, operates one 0.15Mta integrated 
cement plant at Figuil in the north of 
the country as well as a 1Mta grinding 
works at Bonabéri near Douala. Its ca-
pacity utilisation is rated high due to a 
good export business. 

Meanwhile, a new 0.5Mta cement 
factory is due to start production in 
2007. The US$60m project is to be locat-
ed in Limbé, near Ngueme, South West 
province, under the name of Afko Ce-
ment Production Company, with South 
Korean companies Afko and Samsung 
as major shareholders. 

While waste fuels play a major role 
in the domestic industry, no other alter-
native fuels appear to be used during 
the production process. 

Trade
Cement from Cimenteries du Camer-
oun is exported to Chad and the Central 
African Republic from its Figuil works. 
Bonabéri exports some of its output 
to Gabon and Equatorial Guinea via 
its terminal in Douala. Exports are ex-
pected to rise steadily with Cimencam 
taking the lead. 

Cement imports are minimal and in 
2005-06 were reported to arrive from 
China, Egypt and Romania. Cement 
imports are in bagged form and are im-
porter either via Cimencam or via inde-
pendent importers.

Clinker imports derive from Asia, 
Europe and northwest Africa with 
Greece as a key importer of clinker to 
Bonabéri. 

Prices
Domestic market prices have remained 
stable. Ex-works prices in 2006 were  
€124 from the Figuil plant and €104 
from the Bonabéri works.

Outlook
While Cameroon’s macroeconomic 
outlook is mainly positive, its govern-
ment will need to improve governance 
and create a more business-friendly en-
vironment, including increasing invest-
ment on infrastructure.

Cement demand is expected to rise 
slightly over the next few years and, 
combined with a steady increase in ex-
ports, the local cement industry should 
benefi t from high capacity utilisation 
rates.  ■
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Cement statistics

m tonnes 2004 2005 2006E  2007F 2008F

Consumption 1.01 0.98 1.09 1.21 1.34

Change (%) +18.8 -3.0 +11.2 +11.0 +11.0

Production  1.03 1.02 1.14 1.28 1.55

Exports (cement) 0.07 0.07 0.09 0.14 0.16

Imports (cement) 0.05 0.02 0.05 0.08 0.02

Source : ICR Research
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