
Geography

Area  43,090km2

Capital  Copenhagen

Demography

Population 5.4m
Density 125 inhab./km2

Urbanisation 72%
Offi cial language        Danish

Economy

GNI per capita  US$47,390
Currency           krone (DKK)
Per capita cement
consumption  305kg

Denmark

With a strong housebuilding market and a sound commercial and 
industrial construction sector, the Danish cement market reached 
peak levels during 2005, mainly supplied by its sole cement producer, 
Aalborg Portland. In addition, the company is also a world leader in 
the manufacture of white cement. Meanwhile, the future looks 
positive with the civil engineer sector showing signs of recovery. 

The growth in the Danish GDP 
accelerated from two per cent in 
2004 to 2.3 per cent in 2005, with 

2.7 per cent expected in 2006 and 2.3 
per cent for 2007. 

The country’s infl ation rate is esti-
mated at 1.8 per cent in 2006 and two 
per cent in 2007. 

The Danish building market has 
been quite active but civil engineering 
work declined by 1.8 per cent in 2005 
and is expected to stable for 2006, be-
fore beginning to pick up in 2006, when 
a growth of 2.6 per cent is being fore-
cast. Commercial and industrial build-
ing activity, which rose by 0.8 per cent 
in 2005, is expected to grow by around 
2.5 per cent during both 2006 and 2007. 
Housebuilding had another strong 
year in 2005, advancing by 8.2 per cent 
and with completions rising to around 
26,500 units. Starts were a bit lower that 
this, at 25,000 units, but are expected to 
increase by around 1000 units both 2006 
and the following year. 

Consumption
In 2005, Danish cement consump-
tion reach its highest level since 1987 
at 1.65Mt. Aalborg Portland supplied 
87.4 per cent of this, with most of the 
remainder now coming from the Swed-
ish and Norwegian plants of Heidel-
bergCement. 

Extenders are well accepted in the 
market and are mainly in the form of 
fl y ash, which is added by the concrete 
producers. Around 90 per cent of the 
cement sold in Denmark is delivered 
in bulk, with the bagged share having 
fallen further in recent years.

Production
Aalborg Portland Cement, the coun-
try’s only cement producer, was ac-
quired by Cementir in 2004. The com-
pany’s single cement works is located 
at Rørdal on the outskirts of the Jutland 
town of Aalborg and has a capacity of 
2.2Mta of grey cement and 0.85Mta of 
white cement. The cement works has 

its own deep-water port. In addition to 
serving exports, the port at the Rørdal 
works also enables Aalborg to use cost-
effi cient and environmentally-friendly 
shipping in its domestic distribution as  
most of the major Danish conurbations 
located on navigable waterways. Aal-
borg Portland Cement generally runs 
the Rørdal plant at close to full capacity, 
taking advantage of the plant’s location 
to sell any grey cement that cannot be 
consumed domestically on the export 
markets, while most of the white ce-
ment is exported anyway. 

Aalborg Portland Cement is an im-
portant burner of secondary fuels, 
though the range of what can be used 
for fi ring kilns making white cement 
is somewhat restricted. Around 20 per 
cent of the total fuel consumption comes 
from alternative fuels, principally bone 
meal, meat, wood waste, bio-chips, ce-
real husks and textile waste. 

Grey cement production amounted 
to 2.14Mt and was close to capacity 
though 2.3 per cent below the record 
level achieved in 2004. 

White cement shipments reached a 
new record of 0.71Mt, compared with a 
recently increased capacity at Rørdal of 
some 0.85Mta. 

Through its growing investment in 
white cement plants in the USA, Egypt, 
Malaysia and China, Aalborg Portland 
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